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CHRISTOPHER ECCLESTON: Today’s date is October 12, 2001. The time 
is 0627 hours, and this is Christopher Eccleston of the Fire Department of the City of 
New York. I am conducting an interview with the following individual...please state 
your name, rank, title, assigned command area of the Fire Department of the City of New 
York regarding the events of September 11, 2001. 

JOHN JAGODA: My name is John Jagoda, my badge number is 3378, I work 


out of Station 13, Battalion 8. 


Q: John, were you assigned to the World Trade Center Disaster on September 
11", 2001? 
A: Yeah. When I received a phone call at home, I asked if I should come in 


and I came in on my bicycle, met with another guy here and we went down there. 

Q: En route to the assignment what did you see? 

A: A lot of smoke, a lot of fire. People just scared in the streets, it was from a 
distance away, but it was very scary to see. 


Q: When you arrived at the World Trade Center, where did you park your 


vehicle? 
A: It was right around Broadway, I guess, and Vessey Street. 
Q: Can you just indicate there on the map with a number 1 where you parked 


your vehicle? 


A: Around here. 


Q: Thank you. Did any civilians report anything to you when you first 
arrived? 

A: Well, when we first arrived the building had just collapsed I guess just five 
minutes after we got there. It was pitch black for awhile, and as the smoke cleared, two 
men were dragging a female cop over to us who was having chest pain and couldn’t 
breathe. Another cop came over who had chest pains and couldn’t breathe. Then there 
was another gentleman who asked us to help him, his arm was almost off. I mean, from 
the elbow down it was just bones ripped apart. There were so many other people. We 
just did what we could handle. We handled those three patients and took them to the 
hospital. 

Q: You said when you arrived the building was coming down, which tower 
was this that was coming down? Was it the first one or the second? 

A: It was the first one. Because we had brought the patients over to Bellvue, 
and were on our way back when we heard that the second one had come down. 

Q: Okay, what happened next? 

A: Well, we got those people in the ambulance and brought them to Bellvue. 
It was just total disbelief, you know? Everybody at Bellvue was waiting for us. We 
basically just washed our hands then turned around and went back. We knew there was 


gonna be a lot of people down there. 


Q: When you said you went to Bellvue, who were you talking about we? 
A: Me and my partner, and the two officers, and the one male who’s arm was 
pretty badly mangled. 


Q: Who was your partner? 


A: Pete Rosie, he works up at Harlem. He lives not too far from here, so he 
rode his bicycle also. 

Q: Okay, so you brought these patients to Bellvue, and then what happened 
next? 

A: We cleaned up and then just went right back down. 

Q: Okay. 

A: When we got down there we were on the opposite side, I think near 
Washington Street or Greenwich Street. As a matter of fact, we were on Church street, 
maybe Church and Park. 

Q: Okay, can you just indicate on the map with a number 2 where you parked 
your vehicle? 


A: Right there. 


Q Okay, what vehicle was that? 
A: 340. 

Q: 340? Okay. 

A 


From there we met up with a group of other ambulances and supervisors 
over that were there and just kind of waited. From there I can’t remember. 

Q: Okay, just to the best of your memory... 

A: It was just a bad day, it was a terrible day. I just want to put it out of my 
mind to tell you the truth. 

Q: I’m sure. When you arrived back at the scene, had the second tower come 


down already? 


A: Yeah. It came down...as we were leaving here, heading back down we 
heard over the radio that the second tower had fallen. So we all went to let’s see...is this 
Washington here? 

Q: This is Washington here. 

A This is West? 

Q: This is West Street and this is West End 

A Yeah, we were all right here, by West Street here and we were down by 


the West Side Highway and Barkley. 


Q: You were staged there? 

A Yeah. 

Q: Who were you staged with? You reported to a particular officer there? 

A I honestly don’t remember, there were so many people. I’m alsoa MERV 


driver, so at one point I was working the MERV. 

Q: Okay, was that shortly after you arrived back or was that later on in the 
day? 

A: That was later on in the day. Then I was on the MERV the next day. I 
believe the next two days. 

Q: Were there people there that you recognized as Fire Department 
personnel, but they weren’t in their uniform? 

A: Not that I saw. I saw one guy who used to work here and he was in the 
streets. He used to work with me up at Met. When I was there. I don’t know if he’s still 
on the job though. But he was in plain clothes. He came up to me and said hey, how are 


you doing? 


Q: What was his name? 

A: I don’t know, I left Met six years ago, so I don’t know. It was just a very 
frustrating few days. Then to find out on Thursday that I lost so many friends, that’s the 
hardest part, just being there and not being able to do anything. I just felt kind of 
helpless. 

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to tell us about this day, the events up 
until about noon? 

A: Until noon we just ran back and forth. We took three patients. Then the 
second trip three. Then we took one. I think we made like 5 or 6 trips to the hospital. 

Q: The next trip you made, do you know how many patients you took? 

A: The second trip? I think it was three, but I know at one point, there was 
one where we took a fireman who was having trouble breathing, he was complaining of a 
little discomfort. But he just kept saying it was just aggita. But we said now is the time 
to take you to the hospital. So we took him to Beth Isreal, as a matter of fact, (inaudible) 

Q: All the trips you made to the hospital, you went to Beth Isreal? You went 
to Bellvue? 


A: We went to Bellvue and Beth Isreal. 


Q: So those were the only two hospitals? 
A: Yeah. 
Q: Okay, after you brought him to Beth Isreal, were you back on the scene 


before noon? Approximately, was it after noon? 
A: I think so, the time was just...time didn’t count. It was just back and forth 


back and forth. Time didn’t mean anything. When we got to Beth Isreal, there was 


someone there hosing down the ambulance because we had about two inches of soot on 
it. The time...I don’t know about time, it seemed like everything stopped, you know? It 
was just, I was more or less like a zombie focused on going taking, going taking, going 
taking, and not paying attention to anything else at all. Come to find out later on that I 
had so many friends in there. All these guys dying... 

Q: Okay, is there anything else you would like to add to this interview? 

Q: I thank you very much for speaking with me. This interview is concluded 


at 6:37. 


